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Pillars of democracy are the basic requirements that need to be in place for us to truly say we are practising democracy. They are ideals that maintain and sustain democracy. The institutions of democracy carlier discussed are part of the pillars. In general, we may refer to the following as pillars of democracy: 
1) The Constitution.
2) The citizens or electorate who are informed and law-abiding.
 3) Political parties.
4) Free and fair elections under an impartial Electoral Commission.
5) Rule of Law.
6) An Independent Judiciary.
7) Active Civil Society and pressure groups. 
8) A patriotic and selfless Legislature.
9) An Executive keeping trust with the Constitution, their promises and the people.
 10)A free press.
11) Enforcement of the law and Human Rights. 
12) 12) Respect for majority rule and minority rights.

Importance of Democracy
1) People choose their leaders by themselves
2) The government has legitimacy because it was chosen by the people themselves.
3) No arbitrary rule or decisions since the acts of governance are guided by a constitution.
4) The people are free to express their opinions without fear of arrest or harassment.
5) There are checks and balances preventing any leader or arm of government from unpopular acts.
6) The government guarantees the protection of Human Rights.
7) Government is closer to the people and attends to their important needs as representatives are from our communities.
8) The constitutional means for change of government prevents any change of (unpopular) rulers by violence.
Meaning of Election, Voting and Voter
Election is a set of activities whereby leaders are chosen in a community by members of that community. The process for the choice of leaders is called voting. Voting can be in different ways whereby the choice is made between a candidate and his political party and others. Those who make such a choice are called Voters. Together, they make up the electorate. There are conditions that are necessary for creating an enabling environment for a free and fair election.
Types of Elections
1) Primary Election is an election within a political party to choose a candidate among many competing members that will best represent the party's interest and who will be acceptable to the people, as their choice. It is this candidate the party will present to the Electoral Commission for a particular post.
2) Direct Election is an election where the voters themselves vote to choose candidate(s) that will represent them in the Executive or the Assembly. It is very good because people are directly involved in choosing their leaders.
3) Indirect Election takes place at two levels. The electorate vote for a group of people, usually into the Legislature who will now vote for some people among them, (into Executive positions). An advantage of this system is that, beyond the general public, this Electoral College who will choose from among themselves are better informed about the people they are voting for, after some scrutiny.
4) Run-Off Election or Second Ballot takes place where none of the candidates satisfies the condition for winning the election - where none has met a required percentage vote, usually 51 percent, called absolute majority. The two candidates with the highest votes participate in the second ballot where, of course, either of them obtains a clear-cut victory.
5) A Bye-Election is one that takes place when a position suddenly becomes vacant before a general election. This may be because of the death of the incumbent, disqualification, removal/impeachment or resignation.
6) Referendum or Plebiscite is an election not for candidates but for choices on a very important policy or programme of government. The election involves all adults hitherto eligible to vote. The system of vote generally is to vote "Yes" or "No" on the subject being proposed.

Basic Qualifications of Election
There are some basic qualifications stated in the constitution for an election to take place. These involve the voter, the candidates (and their party) and the electoral commission.
The Voter
i. Should be a Nigerian citizen;
ii. Should be of 18 years of age or above.
The Candidates
i. Should be a citizen of Nigeria;
ii. Should be of some particular age for particular positions e.g. 21 years for local government councillor, 35 years for State Houses of Assembly, etc.
iii. Should be resident in Nigeria;
iv. Should collect and submit nomination papers within specified periods;
v. Should be duly presented by a political party as its candidate, etc.

General
Other qualifications involve the electoral commission whose duties have been discussed in chapter twelve under 'Democratic Institution and their Roles - INEC'.
