
RULEOFLAW

RuleofLaw isthesupremacyofthelaw overeverycustom ortradition,person,groupor

institution.Itmeansthatdecisionsbyleadersmustabidewiththelawoftheland.RuleofLaw

does notgive anypreference to anybodyon accountofposition,wealth oranypower

whatsoever.

BenefitsoftheRuleofLaw

1.Itprotectstheequalityofeverybodybeforethelaw.

2.RuleofLawguaranteesthefreedom ofthelessprivilegedinthesociety.Itfreesthem from

oppression,crueltyandarbitraryarrest,orpunishment.

3.RuleofLaw giveshopetoeverycitizenwhoishurttogotocourtaandseekredressand

believethatthecasewouldbedeterminedstrictlyaccordingtothelaw.

OffencesPunishablebyLaw

Virtuallyalloffencesarepunishableunderourlaw.Thegravityoftheoffencedeterminesthe

levelofthepunishment.Thisfurtherdependsonwhethertheoffenceiscivilorcriminal.

CivilOffencesareoffencesthatdonotcarryseverepunishment.Theyincludeoffenceslike

slander,prostitution,illegalassemblyandsanitationoffences.Theyaregenerallyoffencesthat

donotinvolveviolence.Theyattractpenaltieslikefinesandshortjailterms.

CriminalOffencesareoffencesthatinvolveviolenceorthosetheeffectofwhichisregardedas

greattoindividuals,groups,ortotheentirenation.Theyinclude:burglary,armedrobbery,rape,

kidnapping,murder,forgery,drugtrafficking,examinationmalpractices,childtrafficking,cult

activitiesandmoneylaundering.Theyattractjailtermswhichmaybelifejailorevendeath

sentences.

HumanRights

HumanRightsarebasicrightseveryhumanbeingshouldbeentitledto.Theyinclude:therights

tolife,toliberty,toassociationandfreedom from slaveryaswellasfreedom from torture.

TheserightsarecontainedintheNigerianConstitutionandarethereforepartofourlaws.

WaysofProtectHumanRightsandtheRuleofLaw

Apartfrom theState,whoseroleweearlierdiscussed,individualsandgroupscoulddothe

followingtoprotectHumanRights:

1.Representingtheaffectedpersonincourtasalawyerorasawitness.

2.SupportingactionsdirectedatprotectingHumanRightsoratreversingviolationsofsuch



Rights.

3.InvolvinginprotestmarchesormediacampaignsagainstHumanRightsviolations.


